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Background on the Conflict in the DRC

The DRC was settled in the 7" and 8" centuries by Bantus from present-day Nigeria.
The area was officially colonized in 1885 as the personal possession of Belgian King Leopold II,
who called it the Congo Free State. In 1907, administration shifted to the Belgian government,
which renamed the country the Belgian Congo.

A series of riots and unrest led the Belgians to grant Congo its independence on June
30, 1960, and it became the Democratic Republic of Congo. The country was very unstable
with regional tribal leaders holding far more power than the central government. With the
departure of the Belgians, there were almost no skilled bureaucrats left in the country. Turmoil
and power struggles ensued, with the American, British, Belgian, and Soviet governments
becoming involved to determine who would hold power in the country. Eventually Joseph
Mobutu became President and changed the country’s official name to Zaire in 1971.

By 1995, the continuing conflict in Zaire was exacerbated by tensions from the war in
neighboring Rwanda spilling over into Zaire. Rwandan Hutu militia forces fled Rwanda into
Hutu refugee camps in eastern Zaire and used them for incursions back into Rwanda. These
Hutu militia forces joined with the Zairian armed forces to launch a campaign against Congolese
ethnic Tutsis in eastern Zaire. In turn, the Tutsis formed a militia to defend themselves. When
the Zairian government began to escalate its massacres in November 1996, the Tutsi militia
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erupted in rebellion against Mobutu and was
joined by various groups and countries, CAMER.
including Rwanda and Uganda. That coalition
was led by Laurent Kabila. Following failed

peace talks between Mobutu and Kabila in

1997, Mobutu left the country, and Kabila e
entered Kinshasa and declared himself to be

Ghadolite
.Bumba

Kisangan! pic
i - Marguarite
Mbandaka

( Bukavu LA
nau;

Kindu,
President. He changed the name of the country | .. f’é e
back to the Democratic Republic of Congo. ,E{v't . '"K?k"'{‘r_s“ . T
Kabila demonstrated little ability to pqiatadi | W Kananga,  Mayi -
Banana Tehikapa

manage the problems of the country and lost his
allies. Rwanda, Uganda, Angola, Zimbabwe,
and Namibia became involved militarily. They
signed a ceasefire accord in 1999, but the ANGOLA
Congolese rebels did not agree, and the
ceasefire broke down within months. Kabila 9200 490 km
was assassinated in 2001, but was succeeded AL . L
by his son Joseph. Joseph brokered another peace deal with Rwanda and Uganda, who
withdrew their troops. UN peacekeepers arrived that same year, but the peace did not hold.

With multiple elections and the approval of a constitution, Joseph Kabila was eventually
sworn in as President in 2006, but the fragility of the country has allowed continued violence
and human rights abuses, especially in the eastern part of the country. Many peace accords
have been signed since then, but the violence continues. Outside forces have contributed to
prolonging the conflict as a cover for extensive looting of the substantial natural resources in the
country, including diamonds, copper, zinc, and coltan.

This continuing violence has produced many refugees
who have fled the DRC and displaced many persons within the
DRC. The Disciples of Christ in the DRC was founded in 1899 by
U.S. missionaries, and there are now more Disciples in the DRC
than in the United States and Canada. Several of these DRC
Disciples have also become refugees outside the DRC.
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Internally Displaced Persons in DRC

Violence in the DRC has displaced millions of people since 1998, and about two million
remain displaced today. War-related conflict and disease make it the deadliest conflict since
World War II. Over five million people have died, thousands of women and girls have been
violently raped (in 2010 the UN estimated that one woman was raped every two hours in the
South Kivu province), many people have had their legs or arms cut off, children have been
kidnapped to become soldiers, extortion and looting are rampant, and the infrastructure and
environment have been destroyed. Every region of the country has been affected; but the
eastern provinces continue to be plagued by atrocities.

Many gruesome photos of suffering persons are available to show the tragedy of what
the people of eastern DRC have suffered, but the following pages show photos of internally
displaced persons who have been helped by church and other aid agencies. These photos
were taken by Paul Jeffrey (Action by Churches Together) during a visit to the eastern part of
the DRC. Some of the photos are from camps that have been set up by the United Nations, and
others are of internally displaced persons living in local villages.



Verronica Kanane, 75, in a displaced persons camp Washing hands at the Nzulu camp
set up on a lava flow in the village of Nzulu

Children at the Nzulu camp

A girl at the Nzulu camp Mirenge Bulabyababene builds a hut at the Nzulu camp



Carrying water in the village of Nzulu Digging a trench to install a water
distribution point in the village of Nzulu

Families living in a dirt-floored Baptist Church
Sunday School classroom in Goma

Building a hut in the displaced persons A woman plays with her child in the Goma
camp in the village of Sasha neighborhood of Musawa



Bageni Katembereza and her six children were forced to suddenly flee their home when
fighting came to their village in eastern DRC. They had nowhere to go, but were desperate to
escape the violence. "They... had no place to sleep. So we invited them into our home," says
Siyawna Mulingeza, who is now sheltering her own family along with Katembereza and her
children. Like so many others in the DRC, Mulingeza saw a need and responded. In eastern
DRC some 70 percent of those displaced by the war are taken in by other families, stretching
fragile and scant resources even farther.

Maria Buira’s family opened their
doors to 18 people that fled the fighting.
Among the people that she accommodated
was her elderly mother along with a group
from the same village. Standing at the
entrance of her small wooden house in the
heat of the midday sun, Maria said, "I
couldn’t turn them away, but as they
became too many, | started to look for other
places for some of them to stay. My house
is small, you see.” She identified the owner
of an unfinished brick building around the
corner and convinced him to unlock the gate [
to allow additional displaced families to camp Maria Buira & her family (Photo: Anna Muinonen/FCA-ACT)
at the construction site.

At the unfinished doorstep of the brick house, three families camp under a clumsily
erected roof. Twagira, a 23-year-old mother of four children sat on a pile of bricks, holding her
six-month-old youngest child, who was born into displacement. Twagira and her husband had
left their village of Tongo. "We came all the way to Goma because there was no security closer
to our home village. Eventually we decided to return to at least try and cultivate our fields and
produce a living... but had to flee again. Here in Goma we are at the mercy of others; there’s no
land to cultivate. My husband goes out in town every day and looks for little things to do here
and there to get paid 200, 300 francs [less than US $0.50] for doing small things for others,"
said Twagira. When asked if they were uncomfortable at the construction site, she said, "There
are no latrines. When it rains, the water comes inside. We do not have mats, we sleep on those
rocks... We just want to go home."

In addition to poor shelter conditions for some families, the vulnerability of host
communities is also increasing. With the arrival of those who fled, the need for firewood can
double or triple, and the surrounding environment is beginning to suffer from deforestation.
Byamungu, an 18-year-old young man, looked at children returning from school with envy. "I
was in the third grade of secondary school back home. | did not run away under gun fire — | left
because | heard the war was coming. And every time the war is coming, they come to the
villages and recruit young boys by force. | did not want to become a fighter. | want to go back
to school, but now I'm just concerned about helping out the family that is housing us here. |
spend all day looking for small errands to do, to be able to bring at least something back to our
host family at the end of the day."

Many of these displaced families have already fled twice in a period of six months. An
elderly couple, Papa Banzoa and Mama Pascaline, now staying at Maria’s house, arrived in
Goma after the latest wave of fighting. Although the sounds of battle were not yet heard in their
village of Munigi, the crowd of people fleeing towards Goma worried the old couple. "We saw all
these people running, running, so we decided to leave too. We are old and weak, so we just
walked slowly until we reached Goma. We did not bring anything with us. By the time we got to
the borders of the town, the crowd with whom we started to flee had dispersed here and there.




We were among the last ones to reach Goma. These people kindly opened their home to us; we
are just staying here for now,"

Tracy Hughes, a former Global Ministries missionary, visited the \ Mint
eastern part of the DRC and reported that she heard stories of violence S oy S

against women and girls of all ages that no one should have to live through ¥ L X
or tell. After her visit she wrote the following reflection: 5 ;’ %
| see the face of God - A Psalm for the Congo "% i( &
| see the face of God in the faces of the women as they tell their "%% ’ MGQ

stories of six or ten or seventeen soldiers raping them and then violating faspagy 1o

them again with guns, machetes, clubs, and other implements.

| see the face of God in the women as they tell stories of militias taking them into the
forest to serve as sexual slaves after killing their husbands and children in front of them.

| see the face of God in hundreds of children the conflict has orphaned. | see the face of
God in the children who survived, whom armed men turned into soldiers and sex slaves.

| see the face of God in the baby in Goma who was born of rape and who is starving
because his mother cannot produce milk.

| see the face of God in the men and boys who have no opportunity to work and provide
food for their families.

I am trying to see the face of God in the militia and national soldiers who rape, pillage
communities, kill at random or for a cause, who inflict violence and pain on women in
unmentionable ways-and who are also victims of this endless war (God break my heart of
stone.)

| pray to God for all of the people of the Congo, particularly those caught in the conflicts
that scar the entire region of the Eastern borders. | pray for the healing of bodies, for the
healing of spirits, for the healing of minds. | pray for the healing of all of the children who have
little food, no schooling, no parents, and no security.

| pray for the USA, the multinational companies, and other international forces that fuel
this war with greed, guns, and exploitation — may their actions be transformed from human
destruction to actions that support human life and dignity.

Dear God of Love and Mercy, | cry out to you this night and all nights for the healing of
the human community. In tearful outrage, | pray that the destruction and death of individuals,
families, and communities in the Congo will come to an end. When will we listen, Oh God, to
your covenant promises? When will we live out our response to your love and steadfastness?
When will we transform our investment in evil to an investment in the love, the mercy, the
compassion, the justice, the peace, and the unity that you offer us in Christ Jesus and in the
covenant promises of Your kingdom? For, O God, if we do not transform our ways, what will
become of our world community - your creation of love? Amen

Amy Gopp, Executive Director of Week of Compassion, also visited
the DRC, and the following is an excerpt from her report:

| spent most of the day hearing about the situation of women here in
the DRC. How is it possible — how has the world allowed — 1 million girls
and women to be raped here? Women are used as weapons of war, their
eyes gouged out, their limbs hacked off, their innocence violently taken from
them as they are raped and tortured.




What is the fighting for? Over what? Why is this happening? As usual, we are fighting
for national resources. The DRC is full of natural resources: gold, diamonds, copper, oil,
lumber, coltan. This is a rich country! And yet the people of the DRC do not benefit from their
own resources. A woman living in the rural area of the DRC can go to the river to get gold but
doesn't know the value of that gold. That woman can't even buy golden earrings from her own
country; she couldn't afford them. And yet they are sold for how much in Europe? North
America?

The laptop on which I'm writing this message; the cell phone that | can't seem to be
without; any small appliance or PlayStation...all of these products function because of coltan.
Coltan is found in the DRC. What is the role of the international community, then? What is the
role of the US government? And what does that mean for us as individuals and consumers?

How is it possible that | am in a country absolutely rich in resources but most of what | see
around me is poverty? Why am | again asking the question, “Why are so many without when
there is enough to go around on this planet?” Why, O Lord, why?

| beg us to share. | will go to bed this evening thinking of a 16 year old girl who was
raped in the Eastern Congo. She was impregnated and came to full term. Upon giving birth,
she saw the baby and was so overwhelmed — so traumatized — that she died. A 16 year old girl
—raped. A baby — the result of that rape — now motherless. The connection between that
mother and her baby and my cell phone is almost too much for me to wrap my head around.

The Church Response to the Internally Displaced in DRC

One of our Global Ministries’ partners in the DRC is the Church T
of Christ of the Congo (ECC), a Protestant ecumenical organization.
Working through its Department of Women and Family, Global
Ministries (with funding from Week of Compassion) supports visits of
consolation and solidarity with people in the eastern part of the DRC.

Berthe Nzeba Kalombo (Maman Nzeba), the General ’(
Secretary for the Department of Women and Family, attended the D,
2010 Quadrennial Assembly in Greensboro, North Carolina, and s
shared her concerns for the women of the DRC.

She reported that during visits to internally displaced persons, :
the following has been learned: Maman Nzeba (Photo: ECC)

- among the women who have been raped, many are traumatized doubly when they
afterward are rejected by their husbands and their families because of the "shame" that
the rape has brought to the family;

girls between four and twelve years of age have been victims of rape, and their medical

recovery will be slow due to the severity of injuries caused to these small children;

Some of these injuries cannot be completely repaired; therefore, many girls will be

physically affected for their entire lives;

the women and children are at risk of HIV infection and other sexually transmitted

diseases, because the rapists use this as a tool for humiliation;

women and girls are vulnerable to undesired pregnancies, and many are not in a

position to support the newborn, especially young girls whose health can be

compromised by a pregnancy while they are still growing; and

the war has left many orphaned without family and community support, and with an

already debilitated infrastructure, the addition of many orphans further taxes the country

already lacking in sanitation, education, food, and shelter.




Local churches have stepped up and, despite their meager resources, are providing
some medical care and support to rape survivors and orphans. However, there is still a need
for long term effective accompaniment if these survivors are to progress and find mental,
spiritual, and psychological healing. They must be allowed to vent their frustrations, alleviate
the trauma, and find a spirit of forgiveness. They must also find means to rebuild their social
and economic capacity. The ECC Department of Women and Family is training women and
men in counseling and psycho-social support of traumatized persons, reinforcing the economic
capacity of raped women to aid in their social re-integration, and providing a revolving credit to
about 150 women following the counseling process.

The displacement has had a serious effect on food production, as farmers leave their
farms and agricultural tools behind to flee the conflict. The fluid nature of the fighting means
continuous displacement for non-combatants, making it difficult for humanitarian providers to
reach those in need to provide assistance. As fighting closes off internal food sources and
those displaced flee to more remote areas, malnutrition becomes a major problem.
Displacement also puts pressure on the available basic services like water, sanitation, and
schools. According to health experts, 50 percent of patients seeking medical help in the area
are suffering water-borne diseases.

Action by Churches Together Alliance (ACT) is a global organization through which
Disciples (with funding from Week of Compassion) and other churches around the world work
together to respond to global needs. Church World Service and other global church aid
agencies also support ACT. As many secular aid groups work to assist those in displaced
person camps, ACT is working through DRC churches and local networks to identify needs and
prioritize assistance for the largely “invisible” displaced

persons living with host families and the increasingly qc-l'q“iq nce

vulnerable communities who are hosting them.

Church World Service (with funding from Week of Compassion and CROP walks) has
supported the work of ACT by providing water, sanitation and hygiene facilities for 55,000
people, including internally displaced persons, returnees and host communities; food security
for 9,650 host community and returnee households through the
distribution of seeds and tools; nutritional supplements for 4,800
malnourished children; psychosocial support and trauma healing
for 9,000 displaced persons and returnees in Goma, Rutshuru and
Nyanzale; and other items for the immediate needs of 2,179

CHURCH WORLD service displaced people.

IMA World Health (with funding from Week of Compassion and
donated medicine boxes) supports the SANRU health systems project based
at the ECC. SANRU provides basic health services to some of the most rural
and isolated parts of the DRC and builds the capacity of the local people to
provide medical services in the future. One main focus has been in the areas
of maternal and child health, safe birthing, and newborn care.




DRC Disciples Refugees in Brazzaville and the Churc  h
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Response

Thousands of DRC refugees have fled
across the Congo and Ubangi rivers that
separate the DRC from the Republic of Congo.
Included in those numbers are several members
and pastors of the DRC Disciples church, who
have also suffered persecution in the DRC.
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In Congo (Brazzaville), the response of . ,ﬁ_,éz

the Disciples of Christ in Congo (EDCC) has g EARsE Y, 7l ?
been very proactive and engaging. The EDCC - "‘x_ g B it
started in the late 1980s as a missionary effort of ! E"ﬁ'—'*“é—ﬁ " RiE BtT6  O)F L
the Disciples in the Equator region of the DRC in £pinta-tdhra i G E’L{‘ 3
response to a call from many families who lived ' el R T TS
on the other side of the Ubangi River. The ATLANTIC, x“ ‘*‘i? F S
church in Congo (Brazzaville) has taken root and -"‘L“"""' ANGTDLA y &

has a visible presence throughout the country. i m'"m-’
From 1995 to 2003, Global Ministries funded a young pastor from the DRC Disciples church to
serve as a missionary to the church in Brazzaville. However, it has been under the local
leadership that this young church with about 2000 members has succeeded in making a
difference in the lives of its members located throughout the country and the many refugees
who come to the church for assistance. According to Sandra Gourdet, Africa Executive for
Global Ministries, “the church was able to set its mission priorities in a context understood by its
members after achieving an autonomous status in 2004 from the Disciples in the DRC.”

One of the priorities of the church in Brazzaville has been to provide a safe haven and a
space for spiritual growth for the many refugees who have come. Under the leadership of the
Rev. Lucien Kobele, the general secretary of the denomination, many refugee families
part|C|pate actively in the life of the church and hold key positions. They also receive financial

, assistance from the church as do any other
| church member, enabling them to secure shelter
and pay school fees for their children. This
| assistance extends to the large concentration of
. Disciples refugees in Impfondo in the northern
part of the country.

In 2003, the DRC Disciples refugees in
Brazzaville contacted the DHM Refugee and
Immigration Ministries (RIM) and asked for help in
being considered for resettlement in another
country. Since then, one family has gone to
Australia and another to New Zealand, but none
have been accepted for resettlement in the
DRC Refugees in Brazzaville church (Photo: Global Ministries) United States, despite the fact that all of them
have been recognized as refugees by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR). The UNHCR has put them under their protection in Brazzaville, but life is still
dangerous because there are incursions into Brazzaville from their persecutors from the DRC.
They are unable to get on with their lives as they live in fear of what might happen next.

Sometimes there isn’'t anything that can be done to help refugees, except to help them
keep their hope alive. RIM has been in that position with the Disciples refugees in Brazzaville.
Efforts continue to persuade the UNHCR to refer them to the United States for consideration for
resettlement. However, there are 24,000 DRC refugees under the UNHCR care in Brazzaville
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and only about 250 slots a year available for resettlement in the United States, so the possibility
of these refugees being referred to the United States by the UNHCR is slim.

A recent visit to the UNHCR office in Brazzaville by a Disciples delegation offered some
hope, but nothing has yet come from that visit. Hope is really the only thing that RIM can
provide these refugees. They stay in touch with Jennifer Riggs, Director of RIM, letting her
know what is happening with them. She responds by offering the only thing she can — her
prayers that they will find a solution to their insecure situation. It seems to be enough to keep
their hope alive.

Many women in Brazzaville live in severe poverty without a source of income. There are
also many widows with complete responsibility for their
children. The Disciples church in Brazzaville (with funding
from Week of Compassion, among other donors) has
started a soap-making project so these women, including
some DRC refugee women, can earn a living. Each
woman receives two weeks of training focused on both
theory and practical information. It takes at least three
people to make each batch of soap in order to time the
preparation of all the parts. One attends to the lye while -
another attends to the oil, and another prepares the molds. (Photo: Global Ministries)
The soap is sold both in the city of Brazzaville and in the interior of the country. People like the
soap because it is hard and foams easily, making it ideal for housework.

Additionally, with assistance from Week of Compassion, a poultry project was created in
Brazzaville enabling several families to find the financial means to support themselves. Women
received training so that they could run small enterprises in their neighborhoods. Although
several factors beyond the control of the women prevented them from expanding as they had
envisioned, the women continue to find ways to provide for their families.

DRC Refugees Resettled in the United States

Over the last few years, refugees from the DRC have been accepted for resettlement in
the United States. In 2003, one of the first DRC refugee families resettled by RIM went to
Grand Rapids, Michigan, where they were resettled by Central Christian Church. Patient
Katabana Marandura, his wife, and their three children escaped rebel soldiers who had targeted
him for refusing to help them. They fled across the eastern border into Uganda, and after
several difficult years in Uganda, they were approved for U.S. resettlement.

“I| thank God, because we had a church,” said Patient. “We didn’t even know the
address of where we were going. To arrive at the airport was like a dream. We did not know
how it was going to happen and what it would look like.” Members of Central Christian were
waiting at the airport with a warm welcome. “It was like coming from nowhere to somewhere.
We said, wow, we have people who knew our names before we came here.” Members’ ongoing
support provided comfort and hope following years of fear, trauma, and loss. “There also was
much to learn about how things work in the United States: how to fill the application form, go to
the appointment, get a driver’s license, find a job, use the ATM, and rent a house.”

Patient’s first U.S. job was in a factory. He went on to work caring for elderly, ill, and
mentally disabled persons before undertaking fulltime studies toward a master of social
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work/public administration. “To make the resettlement really very
smooth, you need people around,” Patient affirmed. “The church
was there and knew how to help me. That’s how | came today to be
a strong man in America.” Pastor Kris Branaman commented, “It
has really transformed our way of looking at the world. We don't
listen to the news the same way we would, because our families
have families in these situations.”

For many years Patient was worried about his family left
behind and had tried with the help of Church World Service and RIM
to get them accepted for resettlement in the United States. Those
efforts failed. However, in 2010, Patient wrote the following letter
celebrating the fact that his family is finally now safe in England.
Even though they were not able to be reunited with him in Michigan, o — !
he praises God for their safety. Patient & His Daughter

Peace to all, (Photo: Central Christian Church)

Have some good news for the entire congregation and to all those who have been

supporting my family: finally my family was accepted in UK, all of them have left Uganda

this Sunday March 28 at 9pm and they are now in UK (nine people) after 10 years of
miserable refugee life! There are no words | can use to express all my joy and
thanksgiving to Central Christian Church for all their support since 2003, when we first
came in the U.S. Although it was a challenging case with more than 4 rejections from the

U.S Immigration officers, God has made a way beyond our expectations. My parents are

now going to get medical attention and more life expectation ahead on them. For those

of you Christians who still wondering if God's answer is real, let them know that God can
still provide answers to their situations. For those who are asking themselves if really

Jesus hears their prayers, today is your answer too. My advice to you; do not give up!

Nine people who have never applied for UK visa, who cannot afford to pay for one single

flight ticket, are now in UK legally. If there is a ton of problems in your face, just kneel

down until heavens will intervene. Let us now sing a new song of praise and worship to

the King, because he lives forever: Hosanna! Hosanna! In the highest, and blessed be

the one who come in the name of the Lord! AMEN. Blessings,
Patient

Crestwood Christian Church in Lexington, Kentucky, pmm
resettled a refugee family from the DRC in 2010. Mie
Makola and Madeline Bomboma, with their son Christ and
daughter Favour, arrived in Lexington on a cold snowy
evening in early February from Nigeria, having fled the
violence in the DRC in 2004.

Numerous members of Crestwood pitched in right n
away to help the Makola family settle into their new home.
Members of the church furnished the apartment, stocked the
refrigerator and helped provide transportation for the family
as they obtained social security cards, food benefits and
Medicaid and established a bank account.

On one of these trips, church member Sheri Shaver
was able to introduce the family to an American tradition.

“On our way home from a medical appointment, the road | -
was planning to take was closed to traffic,” said Sherri. “Not (Photo: Crestwood Christian Church)
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knowing exactly what to do, | did what anyone else would do in a crisis situation - drove to
McDonalds! Madeline pointed to the chicken nuggets and when | said ‘Coke’ she said ‘Sprite’
with a big smile. | was privileged to give Madeline and Favour what | think must have been their
first taste of McDonalds.”

The blessings in this resettlement ran both ways. Crestwood members expressed their
appreciation for being able to help the Makolas, and the church learned much from having them
here. Church member Libby Wachtel said, “I think what has struck me the most is how
senseless war and violence is. Before fleeing their country, the Makola family had a home,
were raising a family, going to work and living life just as we do. Then because of war they
were forced from their home and found themselves some years later being welcomed in a
strange country by strangers at an airport.”

Church member Dabney Parker expressed the hope the entire church felt as they
worked to help the Makola family make a new life. “Getting to know Mie and Madeline has been
a blessing,” said Parker. “They have demonstrated great courage in coming here — leaving
precious family behind in a quest to begin a safer, better life in Lexington. | am grateful, that in
welcoming the stranger, Crestwood’s path has crossed with the Makolas. | sincerely believe in
a few years we will know them as an independent, successfully established family, giving back
to their community.”

Mie Makola said, “We are grateful to Crestwood, and all members of the church. We
give our thanks to you for everything that you have done for our family, and we thank everyone
that is contributing to support us, because we know that God has taken you to bless us and you
show us your love.”

The Christian Women'’s Fellowship of
First Christian Church, Amarillo, Texas,
helped furnish a home and stock the
necessities for a DRC refugee family of
five — parents and three sons ages two,
seven, and eleven. Although the CWF
is not a large group, they enlisted the
help of the rest of the congregation and
set up the apartment in a short time.
Evelyn Riedt, a member of the CWF,
reported: “Those of us who participated
in this effort felt so blest and honored to
help this family.”

This photo shows seven CWF members meeting the family for the first time. Also pictured are the minister of the
congregation, the case worker, and the interpreter. (Photo: First Christian Church)

Short Videos on the Internet

Global Ministries Congo Symposium DVD Clips:
http://globalministries.org/news/africa/congo-symposium-dvd-clips.html
Internally Displaced in DRC:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BRoQva6wX24
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bE4tz-pel-U
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qJOmWh9{GsY
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DRC Refugees in the Republic of Congo/Brazzaville:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tmrJKS50YfY

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sb7zC4e Upo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3LVFPehANRY

DRC Refugees Resettled in U.S.:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wKA4CvXf78E
http://lwww.youtube.com/watch?v=kqfcCd6QA84
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vz4R0O0bx3iY Shows Patient who was resettled in Grand Rapids (story above).

Service

To learn about the official Disciples Women'’s service project for this study, see the Disciples
Women’s Web site at www.discipleswomen.org.

In addition, RIM offers the following ways for Disc iples Women'’s groups to provide for
the needs of DRC refugees and the internally displa  ced in the DRC.

The service of prayer:

The people of the DRC need our prayers that they may remain safely in
their homes and never need to become displaced persons or refugees.
Those that have been forced out of their homes need our prayers that
they may find a safe place to live that will provide for their daily needs
(including their need for protection) and will allow them to find a way to
once again become self-sufficient. Pray for the internally displaced that
they may one day be able to return home. Pray for the refugees that they
may find a safe haven in another country. Pray for the refugees resettled
in the United States that they may be able to adjust to life in a new and
very different culture. Pray for the women who have been abused that
they may find comfort and strength. Pray for the children who have been
carried away to be soldiers that they may escape their trauma. Pray for
the people who have lost limbs that they may be provided the medical care they need. Pray for
Disciples congregations in the DRC, Brazzaville, the United States, and Canada that we all may
find ways to reach out in love to these suffering people.

The service of giving:

Africans have a marvelous custom of bringing their offerings to
the altar by dancing joyfully down the aisle to the beat of drums.
We can learn much from this joyful attitude of giving in response
to God’s love for us. You can support several different ministries
to DRC refugees and internally displaced persons through your
giving:
Support the internally displaced in eastern DRC. Send your contributions to any of the
following and indicate the funds are to be used for internally displaced persons in the
DRC:

Global Ministries — P.O. Box 1986, Indianapolis, IN 46206

Week of Compassion — same address

Church World Service — P.O. Box 968, Elkhart, IN 46515
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Support the DRC refugees in Brazzaville. Send your contributions to either of the
following and indicate the funds are to be used for DRC refugees in Brazzaville.
Global Ministries — address above
Week of Compassion — same address
Support the resettlement of DRC refugees into the United States by providing funds to
help them set up their first apartment. Send your contributions to:
Refugee and Immigration Ministries — P.O. Box 1986, Indianapolis, IN 46206

The service of advocacy:

When Maman Nzeba was at Quadrennial, she stressed the importance of each of us
contacting our Congresspersons and urging them to help stop the war over natural resources in
the DRC.

Worship

(All photos in this section are from the Indiana Region’s Congo Partnership)

Worship center:

Place a Bible opened to Luke 10:29-37 on your
worship center, then add additional things mentioned
below as you pray the following prayer.

Call to Worship and Opening Prayer:

The symbols described below each reading should
be brought forward during the reading and placed on
the worship center.

We remember before God all those who have
been uprooted from their homes and communities
because of war, injustice, and violence in the
Democratic Republic of Congo — people who are
compelled to flee for their lives, to leave their land
and live apart from their families. With them, we
mourn their loss of dignity, community, and resources.

Symbol of uprooted persons — a globe (put Africa facing the group) or a sandal

We especially remember before God the women and children who are the majority of
those uprooted. We remember the work that women do to keep families together, to nurture
community and end violence and injustice. We remember the vulnerability of women who are
abused in the midst of war and violence. We remember the children whose lives are marked by
danger and exploitation.

Symbol of women and children — a shawl or baby blanket

We remember before God those who oppress others because they think only of their
own needs and thereby cause the earth’s resources to be shared by fewer and fewer people.
We remember those who pass by, who would rather not hear the pleading or see the fear or
recognize the human being in need of help.

Symbol of economic exploitation — a cell phone (coltan) or money

For all the uprooted, sheltering God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. For all people
terrified by violence, Gentle God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. For all people displaced by
devastation of your world, Creator God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. Amen.
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Scripture Reading — Luke 10:29-37

Reflection on Scripture:

Some or all of the following thoughts could be shared as a reflection on the scripture reading.
This story is found only in Luke. Luke uses

the Samaritans as an example that the gospel

message was to be given to the Gentiles also.

The road from Jerusalem to Jericho is a little

short of 17 miles and falls almost thirteen

In the DRC, the story of a road to Jericho would be about a river.

hundred feet in that distance. The historian
Josephus spoke of the road in the first
century as “desolate and rocky.” Jerome
declared in the late fourth century that it was
still infested with Bedouin robbers. Priests
and Levites were not compelled to live in
Jerusalem when they were off duty, so they were free to travel to other places. Perhaps the
Priest and Levite were going to Jericho to visit relatives for a few days. They passed by on the
other side, without even the curiosity we all have when we see a traffic accident and go look.
They were totally indifferent. The Jews of Jesus’ day hated the Samaritans, so for Jesus to say
that it was a Samaritan who came to the aid of the wounded man was a strong statement. The
Samaritan was moved with a pity that took the form of action; he did something to help the man.
We are often moved with pity about situations around the world, but how often does our pity
lead us to action? The Samaritan knew that love must know no limits of race, ethnicity, or
nationality. The person in need is one’s neighbor, no matter how different the person is. The
Samaritan not only bandaged his wounds but took him to an inn and paid for his care. He went
way beyond superficial aid to help the man become self-sufficient again. He did it, not out of
obligation, but because he wanted to. He loved his neighbor as himself.

Prayer for the DRC:

God of justice and of peace, we pray for the people of the Democratic Republic of Congo
as they endure renewed violence. We pray for their neighbors in Africa’s Great Lakes Region
who are also impacted by the violence. Comfort those who grieve. Strengthen those who are
fearful. Break the hold of violence on human hearts. Bless the efforts of those who work for
justice and for peace. Inspire the world to respond in ways that address issues that contribute
to insecurity, and usher in peace for all the peoples and countries of the region.

God whose love is like a mother’'s warmth, God whose love is like a mother’s strength,
watch over the women of the Democratic Republic of Congo. May they know your presence as
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they face the challenges of their lives — war, rape, lack of education, patriarchy, and more.
Grant them courage, strengthen their faith, renew their hope, this day and every day. We pray
in Jesus’ name. Amen. Prayer from the Presbyterian Peacemaking Program

Offering:
As the offering is received, invite the women to visualize themselves visiting a DRC Disciples
congregation where the members line up to joyfully dance to the altar with their gifts.

Offertory Prayer:

God, we joyfully bring our offerings this day as a symbol of our care and concern for the
suffering people of the Democratic Republic of Congo. May they be used to bring comfort and a
sense of hope for the future. Amen.

How to Contact RIM

Please feel free to contact us for any further information you may need, or look us up on the
Internet at http://www.discipleshomemissions.org/rim. You will find a lot of material about
various refugee and immigration issues on our Web site.

Refugee and Immigration Ministries
Disciples Home Missions
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
P.O. Box 1986
Indianapolis, IN 46206

DHM Toll Free: (888) 346-2631
Email: rim@dhm.disciples.org

Supported by Your Week of Compassion Offerings



